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ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

 
B E T W E E N: 
 

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERLOO 
Applicant 

 
and 

 
PERSONS UNKNOWN AND TO BE ASCERTAINED 

Respondents 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRENT WOOD 

I, Brent Wood, of the City of Waterloo, in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 

AFFIRM: 

1. I am a paramedic with the Region of Waterloo Paramedic Services (the “PSV”). 

The PSV is the medical emergency response team of the Regional Municipality of 

Waterloo (the “Region”). As such, I have knowledge of the matters to which I depose 

below. Where my knowledge is based on information and belief, I indicate the source, 

and believe it to be true. 

2. I have worked as a paramedic with the PSV since May 2024.  

3. I was one of two responding PSV paramedics who attended a 911 call to 100 

Victoria Street North, Kitchener (“100 Vic”), on May 1, 2025. There is an encampment of 

unhoused people at 100 Vic (the “Encampment”). 
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11. One particular group of activists operates under the name “FightBackKW” 

(“FightBack”). As set out below, FightBack engages in some tactics that in my opinion 

are unhelpful and do not advance the interests of the Residents. FightBack maintains a 

presence on social media. On May 1, 2025, one week after the By-law came into effect, 

FightBack posted on Instagram that “[t]he Region of Waterloo has demonstrated their 

disdain for Human Rights” and that “FightBack will be on-site at the 100 victoria Street 

Encampment indefinitely, 24 hours a day, to ensure the safety of our community 

members”. I attach FightBack’s May 1, 2025 Instagram post as Exhibit A. 

12. The presence of activists who have come to camp at the Property since April 16, 

2025 can complicate the process of monitoring the resident population and matching the 

needs of Existing Residents or more recent arrivals to available resources through IHPs. 

Nevertheless the Region is fully committed to offering services to all residents of the 

municipality who are genuinely in need of housing, whether they reside on or off the 

Encampment. 

B. The Code-of-Use By-law and the Property  

13. In addition to the By-law, the Region has a general Code of Use By-Law that 

applies to Region property throughout the municipality. It is the Region’s position that the 

Code of Use By-law continues to apply to the Encampment, albeit with the restrictions as 

outlined in the Persons Unknown Decision. I attach a copy of the Code of Use By-Law as 

Exhibit B. 
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community as part of their daily work have been called “Nazis”, “fascists”, and “murderers” 

in public settings on numerous occasions.  For example, at the March 7, 2024 meeting 

described beginning at paragraph 11 of the Alton Affidavit, members of Fight Back 

referred to me and members of my team present as “Nazis”. I understand that everyone 

is entitled to their opinions, but those are heavy and threatening, and frankly, ridiculous 

accusations to make. My team members are just trying to do our jobs and support the 

Region’s unhoused population. The USW team in particular are dedicated professionals 

who have devoted themselves to helping vulnerable members of the community in 

incredibly challenging circumstances. They do not deserve this treatment. 

43. Fight Back has also posted pictures of myself, my team, my colleagues, and even 

community leaders on social media platforms and on telephone polls around downtown 

Kitchener. I attach some examples as Exhibit C . 

8. Prior Encampments in the Region 

44. The Escobar Affidavit mentions two prior encampments in the Region, the 150 

Main Encampment and an encampment at Soper Park in the City of Cambridge (“Soper 

Park Encampment”). 

45. As I mention above, I was present at the 150 Main Encampment on the day it was 

started in September 2022. I recall observing activists encouraging unhoused individuals 

to set up tents at that location and representing to them that the Region could not remove 

them due to the litigation leading to the Persons Unknown Decision, which was then 

underway. 
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(b) Access to the Property 

60. The Region has not taken steps to restrict access to the Property. Visitors and 

residents who were not present as of April 16, 2025 have been permitted to come and go 

as they please.  

61. The Region has directed that in most cases, community vehicles (i.e., vehicles that 

are not affiliated with the Region or its employees/delegates/agents/etc.) should be 

redirected to the parking lot on the adjacent site located at 84 Victoria Street North, rather 

than being permitted to park on the Property. As I explained at paragraph 111 of my 

Original Affidavit, parking is not currently available directly at the Property for safety and 

space reasons – especially as tensions rise and given that the population of the 

Encampment has grown. It is worth noting here that Regional housing staff do not, and 

have not, parked at 100 Victoria when visiting the site to offer supports. 

62. The exception to the prohibition on community vehicles parking on the Property is 

that anyone who has a physical disability and needs to access the Property may park 

directly onsite.  For example, when counsel for the named Respondents raised the issue 

of a member of the WRCLS legal team requiring access to parking on-site at 100 Vic for 

mobility reasons, counsel for the Region provided WRCSL counsel with assurances that 

they could park at 100 Vic as long as they identified themselves to security. WRCLS 

counsel were also offered use of the on-site trailer to meet with their clients, provided they 

gave notice of when they would be attending, and provided such use did not conflict with 

the Region’s use of the trailer. I attach an exchange of emails between counsel for the 

Region and WRCLS counsel dated ___ as Exhibit D. 
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Encampment a dangerous space to live for those experiencing the intersectional 

challenges of substance use/misuse and homelessness.  

79. This incident also exemplifies the importance of having security on site. I 

understand from reviewing the Report Summary that security called emergency services 

once the resident was discovered, a role that the security team often plays when 

emergencies occur at the Encampment.  

80. I was dismayed to see Aaron Price’s misleading account of these events in his 

affidavit. On May 2, 2025 WRCLS made similar allegations in a letter to counsel for the 

Region, and again in a press release later that day. Counsel for the Region responded 

that same day with the relevant facts, including that the ambulance was able to access 

the site with no delay. It is concerning that the Moving Parties would put Mr. Price’s 

account forward without confirming the facts, or even adverting to the Region’s letter 

refuting the facts alleged by some residents. I attach the exchange of correspondence 

between WRCLS counsel and counsel for the Region dated May 2, 2025 as Exhibit E. 

11. Security is collecting names of individuals present at the Property to 
determine who is an “Existing Resident” of the Encampment  

81. The affidavits of Jacara Droog and Eddy Grignon both reference that security is 

collecting names of people who are onsite at the Encampment. There is a simple 

explanation for this: given that the By-law applies differentially depending on whether an 

individual is an “Existing Resident” within its meaning (as I explain at paragraph 30 of my 

Original Affidavit), security needs to know who is such a resident in case enforcement 

measures are ultimately taken. 
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By-Law Number 23-041 

of 

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo 

A By-law to amend By-law 13-050, A By-Law Respecting the Conduct of 
Persons Entering Upon Buildings, Grounds and Public Transportation Vehicles 

Owned or Occupied by The Regional Municipality of Waterloo, as amended 

 

Whereas Council of The Regional Municipality of Waterloo enacted By-law 13-
050, A By-Law Respecting the Conduct of Persons Entering Upon Buildings, 
Grounds and Public Transportation Vehicles Owned or Occupied by The 
Regional Municipality of Waterloo, as amended (the “By-law”);  

And Whereas the Council of The Regional Municipality of Waterloo wishes to 
prevent harassing behavior on Regional premises; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Regional Municipality of Waterloo enacts 
as follows: 

1. Section 1 of Schedule “B” of the By-law is amended by adding subsections 
(1.1) and (1.2) as follows: 

“(1.1) “communicating” and “communication” includes but is not limited to 
words spoken, written, or recorded electronically or electro-magnetically 
or otherwise as well as gestures, signs or other visible representations;” 
 
“(1.2) “harassed” includes, but is not limited to: 
(a) experiencing objectionable or unwelcome conduct, comment, 
bullying, or actions that could reasonably cause offence or humiliation, 
including conduct, comment, bullying, or actions because of race, 
religious beliefs, colour, disability, age, ancestry, place of origin, marital 
status, source of income, family status, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic status or housing status;” 

 

2.  Subsection 2(2) of Schedule “B” of the By-law is amended to add the 
following subsection (h.1):  

“(h.1) communicating with any person in a way that, reasonably in the 
circumstances, constitutes harassment, subject to the provision that 
nothing in this subsection shall prevent or limit a lawful protest;” 
 

3. This By-law shall come into force and take effect on January 1, 2024.  

By-law read a first, second and third time and finally passed in the Council 
Chamber in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo this 27th day of September, 
A.D., 2023.  

 

 

 

Regional Clerk      Regional Chair 
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April 22, 2025 
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WRCLS.ca 

Kitchener – Main Office 
450 Frederick Street, Unit 101 
Kitchener, Ontario N2K 2P5 

Phone: 519-743-0254 
Fax: 519-743-1588 

May 2, 2025 
 
Gordon Capern & Andrew Lokan 
Paliare Roland Rosenberg Rothstein LLP 
155 Wellington Street West, 35th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5V 3H1 
 
Via Electronic Mail            
gordon.capern@paliareroland.com 
andrew.lokan@paliareroland.com 
 
Dear Mr. Capern and Mr. Lokan 
 
RE:  Encampment at 100 Victoria St. North, Kitchener 
 
Yesterday afternoon members of WRCLS staff and I attended the encampment 
referenced above.  While we were present, there was a drug poisoning suffered by one 
of the residents. 
 
Emergency services were called, but access to the encampment was blocked by the 
onsite security services vehicle. The positioning of the vehicle is a recent change, as it 
had been routinely parked in the parking lot directly west of the encampment since 2022.  
The ambulance was forced to park on the road, delaying emergency treatment to the 
victim. 
 
In situations like this, seconds count.  Tragically, this individual died yesterday. 
 
We ask that you please urgently speak to your client about their directive to the security 
service to block the driveway into the encampment with their vehicle.  
 
Yours very truly, 
WATERLOO REGION COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES 

 
Ashley Schuitema 
Executive Director 
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